
The egg is laid on the

hair shaft. This egg is

called a “nit”
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The louse emerges

after 6 - 7 days 2

The first moult happens

2 days after hatching 3

The second moult happens

5 days after hatching 4

The third moult happens

10 days after hatching
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The Adult Lice emerge from

their third moult. The female is

larger than the male. They are now

ready to reproduce  
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Actual size

compared to a

matchstick

The female lays her 1st egg

1 - 2 days after mating
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One female can lay

approx 3 - 8 eggs a day

for the next 16 days
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After 32 - 36 days

the adult louse dies
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The Life Cycle of Head Lice


